
NOTES

The name “mearlag” was coined for scaly male fern in another naming project and we have happily incorporated that into the new 
Gaelic names for these species/subspecies following the English name meaning for Scottish and Clyde. 

Wild ferns and bracken were traditionally used in the Highlands and Islands to produce yellow dyes.

cluinnidh mi bhuam duan
hoireann ò na gillean san raon
’’s iad a’ buain hìllean ò nam mearlagan

I can hear a ditty over there, the lads in the field gathering ferns


